
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Inside this issue: 
 

From our President 2 

Sharing Nature & History 3 

Camp Habitat 
 

Sandhill Crane Festival 

4 
 

5 

Spring/Summer Programs 
 

6 

Summer Raffle 7 

Membership Renewal 8 

  

 
 

 

 
 

Our Mission: 

Inspiring environmental 

stewardship and lifelong 

learning through 

experience, awareness and 

appreciation of the natural 

and historical resources of 

Creamer’s Field Migratory 

Waterfowl Refuge. 

Field Notes 
 
 
 
 

 

Black-backed Woodpeckers are somewhat rare, however the seasonal pond has 
flooded numerous times in recent years, killing many birch trees. The result has 
been an infestation of beetles, a favorite food of the Black-backed woodpecker. 
The yellow spot on the head indicates a male. 

 

Spring is in the air at Creamer’s Field! 
We’re just a few short weeks away from the spring migration, which will 
bring thousands of waterfowl, Sandhill Cranes, and other species of birds 
to Creamer’s Field. 

Join us for the Spring Migration Celebration on Saturday, April 27th! 
Noon to 4:00pm 

*Opportunities for Birdwatching, Wildlife viewing and Photography* 
 

Guided Nature Walks 1:00pm & 3:00pm 

Birds of Prey 2:00pm 

Bird song quiz, Crafts for kids, Face-painting, Ice cream 

Program partners include Camp Habitat, the Alaska Department of Fish & 
Game, Alaska Songbird Institute, Arctic Audubon, Alaska Falconers 
Association, Ducks Unlimited, US Fish & Wildlife, and Scout Troop 38. 
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Board President’s Report We recently launched a raffle. The 

 
 
 
 

 
Friends of Creamer’s Field 

Board Members 

Laurie Trotta, President 

Cathie Harms-Tordoff 

Vice President 

David Vick, Treasurer 

Jamie Marschner, Secretary 

Bill Holman 

Amy Geiger 

Roger Marty 

David Weissman 

Tom Schneider 

Dear Friends, 

Each day is getting brighter and 
warmer and our thoughts are turning 
to spring and summer. This time of 
year is filled with excitement and 
anticipation. Soon we will be giving 
daily nature walks, tending to Anna's 
garden, and welcoming visitors to the 
Spring Migration Celebration and the 
Design Alaska Wild Arts Walk. I hope 
you are planning to join us. It's going to 
be great fun. 

Training for Nature Walk Leaders and 
Visitor Center staff will soon be under 
way. If you haven't done this before, I 
highly recommend it. The classes are 
filled with great information. We walk 
the trails and make new friends. You 
can even get college credit. 

prizes this year are fantastic and 
useful. Plane tickets to fuel oil can be 
won. Tickets can be purchased from a 
board member or at the Farmhouse 
Visitors Center. 

We appreciate everything you do to 
support our mission and the refuge 
and value your continued support. 
There are so many wonderful 
opportunities this time year to help. 
Please consider being a Nature Walk 
Leader, a gardener, a host, an office 
clerk, event volunteer, or a 
contributor. There is room for 
everyone, at every level. 

Stop by anytime and keep us informed 
about what you see and experience at 
the refuge. As always, I look forward 
to seeing you on the field. 

Best and warm 
wishes, 

Laurie 

Becky Hassebroek 

Roxanne Creamer, Emeritus 

Non-Voting Members 

(Alaska Dept. Fish & Game) 

Ryan Klimstra 

Kerry Savereide 

Mark D. Ross 

Staff 

Lissa Hughes, 

Executive Director 

Barbara Logan, 

Administrative Assistant 

Bennett Wong, 

Camp Habitat Director 

Volunteers are always needed throughout the spring and summer months 
for planting and maintaining Anna Creamer’s Historic Garden. We will begin 
tilling the beds in May in preparation for planting Saturday, June 1st. Con- 
tact Lissa Hughes at 452-5162 for volunteer information. 
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Sharing Nature & History 
at Creamer’s Field Migratory Waterfowl Refuge 

2019 marks the 21st year of the Sharing Nature & 
History training offered in partnership between the 
Alaska Department of Fish & Game (ADFG) and 
Friends of Creamer’s Field. 

The course is a seven-week program focused on 
the ecology of the refuge and the history of 
Creamer’s Dairy. Course participants will be 
trained to staff the Farmhouse Visitor Center, as 
well as the art of planning and leading an interpre- 
tive walk, designed to connect the audience with 
their natural environment. The course is available 
to educators for professional development credit , 
and FREE to the general public. 

Course dates run on Wednesday evenings from 
6:00pm-8:00pm, April 3rd through May 15th. Call 
452-5162 for more information. 
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Camp Habitat is a summer nature 
education camp for children ages 4 
-11. Skilled instructors and counse- 
lors will lead small groups in week- 
long day camps, learning ecological   
concepts while exploring Cream- 
er’s Field. We are thrilled that Ben- 
nett Wong will be returning as the 
2019 Camp Habitat Director! 

Work is well underway on getting 
everything ready for the first group 
of Nature Sprouts on June 10th. 
Join us as we celebrate 29 years of 
Camp Habitat at Creamer’s Field! 

The Camp Habitat Advisory Board 
welcomes new members, Louise 
Biderman and Kyle Campbell. 



 

Page 5 
 

 

2019 Sandhill Crane Festival to feature Dr. Gary Ivey of the 

International Crane Foundation, and honor Herb Melchior. 
We are thrilled to present Gary Ivey as 
our Featured Guest for the 22nd Annual 
Tanana Valley Sandhill Crane Festival, 
which will take place on August 23rd- 
25th at Creamer’s Field Migratory Wa- 
terfowl Refuge. Gary Ivey works with the 
International Crane Foundation as a Re- 
search Associate and is an expert on 
Sandhill Cranes in the Pacific Flyway. He 
has worked with wildlife for over 35 
years, concentrating his work on water- 
birds, waterfowl and wetland conserva- 
tion. He served for 20 years as a biologist 
at several western refuges, including 15 
years at Malheur Refuge. He studied 
nesting ecology of sandhill cranes for his 
Master’s Thesis and wintering ecology of 
sandhill cranes for his PhD, both from 
Oregon State University. He also serves 
as Past-President of The Trumpeter 
Swan Society and is leading efforts to 
restore breeding Trumpeter Swans to 
Oregon. Dr. Ivey will present at the 
Wedgewood Taiga Center on Saturday, 
August 24th at 7:00pm. 

 

Every year, the Sandhill Crane Festival Committee honors a mem- 
ber of the Fairbanks community for their contributions to birding 
and to Friends of Creamer’s Field. 

Herb Melchior served as a wildlife biologist and Creamer’s refuge 
manager for the Alaska Department of Fish & Game for many 
years. After retiring, he joined the Friends of Creamer’s Field Board 
of Directors, where he was a champion of our education programs 
and a fierce advocate for preserving and maintaining the Cream- 
er’s historic dairy complex. Herb passed away June 5, 2018. 

The 2019 Sandhill Crane Festival Committee and Friends of Cream- 
er’s Field Board of Directors are pleased to honor Herb Melchior, in 
memoriam. A collection of Herb’s photographs will be displayed in 
the Farmhouse Visitor Center during the 2019 Tanana Valley 
Sandhill Crane Festival. 

PHOTO BY HERB MELCHIOR 
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Coming Up This Summer at Creamer’s Field 
SAVE THE DATES!   

 
Keep an eye out for Board Members selling 
raffle tickets! Don’t miss your chance to win 
one of three great prizes! 

 

 

 

Many thanks to our Program sponsors! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 April 3rd-May 15th  Sharing Nature Training Wed.nights 6-8pm 
 

 April 6th             Babes in the Woods                   11am 
 

 April 20th              Preschool Nature Discovery     11am 
 

April 27th Spring Migration Celebration Noon 4pm 

May 4th Babes in the Woods 11am 

May 12th Mother’s Day Frog Walk 1pm 

May 16th Preschool Nature Discovery 11am 

June 1st-Sept.1st Guided Nature Walks 10am Mon-Sat. 

  6pm Wed. 

June 1st Babes in the Woods 11am 

June 15th Preschool Nature Discovery 11am 

June 16th Design Alaska Wild Arts Walk Noon-4pm 

July 6th Babes in the Woods 11am 

July 21st Creamer Dairy Day Noon-4pm 

August 23-25 Sandhill Crane Festival All Day 
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Friends Summer Raffle 

3 Prizes! 3 Winners! 
The Raffle will be held on 

June 16th, 2019 at the 

Wild Arts Walk 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Two Round Trip Coach Tickets System Wide on 
Alaska Airlines, value $2,500. 

*Tickets* 
On sale in the Farmhouse! 

$10 each ~ 3 for $25 

 

 

Two Round Trip Denali Adventure Star Class Tickets from 
Anchorage to Fairbanks, Alaska. Value $1,000. 

 

250 Gallons Home Heating Fuel. Approximate value $750. 

Need not be present to win 

Alaska State Gaming Permit # 1894 
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