
Greetings Friends!  
 
The Tanana Valley Sandhill Crane Festival is finally here! We have a 
jam-packed schedule of events for this year’s festival. The events will 
start on Tuesday, August 15th with Crane Yoga courtesy of the Alaska 
Songbird Institute. We will also have a kick-off event at Black Spruce 
Brewing. Stop by their location at 3290 Peger Rd on Thursday, August 
17 from 3:00PM - 7:00 PM to try your hand at Crane origami, pick up 
a festival schedule, and learn some Crane-tastic facts all while sipping 
on a Crane-themed ale.  
 
The main festival will start on Saturday, August 19th, and run through 
Sunday, August 20th. There will be themed walks, workshops, and 
talks. 
 
This year’s keynote address will be given by Sergei & Elena Smirenski 
of Muraviovka Park in the Amur Region of Russia on Saturday evening 
in the Taiga Center of the Wedgewood Resort.  
 
We hope to see you at the 2023 Tanana Valley Sandhill Crane Festival!  
 
See you at the Refuge, 

Grace & Melanie
Friends of Creamer’s Field Staff

Photo: Bill O’Malley leads Kids Crane Walk at the 2022 Crane Festival.

Field SketchField Sketch
Presented by ADFG Biologist, Mark D. RossPresented by ADFG Biologist, Mark D. Ross

Our Contact Information
Friends of Creamer’s Field
P.O. Box 81065
Fairbanks, AK 99708
(907) 978-8457
director@friendsofcreamersfield.org
www.friendsofcreamersfield.org

“Inspiring environmental stewardship and lifelong 
learning through experience, awareness, appreciation 

and conservation of the natural and historic resources of 
Creamer’s Field Migratory Waterfowl Refuge.”

Mission Statement

 Purchase Creamer’s Field merchandise from the comfort of your own home.  Purchase Creamer’s Field merchandise from the comfort of your own home. 

Shop Friends of Creamer’s FieldShop Friends of Creamer’s Field

Thank you for being a Friend!Thank you for being a Friend!
As a 100% community funded organization, your support allows us to offer 
free educational programs to the Fairbanks community and its visitors. 
This year we intend to expand our educational outreach, resurface the 

parking lot closest to the barns, improve trail accessibility, and update our 
interpretive signage throughout the Refuge.

Photo: Sandhill Cranes flying at Creamer’s Field. Photo by Bud Marschner.

August 2023

2023 Festival Speakers: Sergei & Elena Smirenski2023 Festival Speakers: Sergei & Elena Smirenski
Sergei was born in 1947, graduated from Moscow State University in 1973, and received 
a Ph.D. in Zoology in 1986. He was in love with birds since his childhood. Since 1970, 
Sergei began bird research in the far-eastern Russia. Elena graduated from Moscow 
Teachers’ University in 1972 with majors in Biology and Chemistry. They got married 
in 1976 and have a daughter and a son who live in the US with their families. In 1980, 
together with Sergei Winter, they established the Crane Working Group of the USSR, 
first species-oriented NGO in the Soviet Union. In 1992, Sergei and Elena, with financial 
support from the International Crane Foundation (ICF) in Wisconsin, organized an 
International Workshop on Cranes and Storks of the Amur River Basin. In 1994, through 
the International Socio-ecological Union and with support from ICF and Pop Group Co., 

Ltd. (Japan), leased over 12,000 acres of wetlands near Muraviovka Village in the Amur Region of Russia for 50 years. In 1995, 
this land and adjacent areas were put on the list of wetlands of international importance (Ramsar Convention). In 1996, this 
territory was designated as a non-profit NGO – Muraviovka Park for Sustainable Land Use. In 2010, the lease was extended 
to 2058 and the park area to over 16,000 acres. The Park boasts over 700 species of vascular plants and over 300 species of 
birds, including six species of cranes. The Park is critically important area for White-naped, Red-crowned and Hooded Cranes, 
Oriental White Stork, Yellow-breasted Bunting and other species of the IUCN Red Data List. The Park monitors number 
of cranes, prevents grass fires, runs a program to breed and release into the wild endangered cranes raised in captivity, 
conducts reforestation, organizes annual international summer camps, initiated summer camps in other parts of the Amur 
River Basin including China, hosts tourists, organizes festivals and other special environmental events. Columbus Zoo (Ohio) 
and Woodland Park Zoo (Seattle) have been consistently providing small grants for the Park’s activities since 1999. A group of 
volunteers – Friends of Muraviovka Park established in 1998 has been providing important monetary and in-kind support to 
the Park’s development and activities.

2023 Festival Artist: Erica Mathews2023 Festival Artist: Erica Mathews
ARTIST STATEMENT | My passion for art began early.  As a small child my mother, also an 
artist, opened her own stained glass business. I began dabbling in different forms of art along 
the way but always came back to glass. Over time I discovered my own personal love for glass 
mosaics. I began creating unique and beautiful works of art that were inspired by the nature 
around me, along with my experience growing up in Alaska.
 
Mosaics intrigue me mostly because of the calming process of puzzling small pieces of glass 
together to form a beautiful and larger image. Each mosaic has hundreds of pieces that I 
precisely place. Every piece I create is unique in its own way. No two pieces are, or could ever 
be the same. 
 
Over 5 years have passed since I quit my day job to become a full time artist. I have been so 

lucky with more work than I can manage at times. I sell all over the state of Alaska as well as in the lower 48. 
 
I now live in a beautiful log home on 40 acres with my spouse, 8 dogs and 2 cats. I have a large studio in the basement and 
way too many power tools. Now I get to drink coffee on my porch every morning before I go to “work”.  
 
I am so lucky to love what I do! 
 
To see more of my creations please find me on Facebook, Instagram. TikTok or check out my website at www.
LolaBugCreationsAK.com

Pre-Festival ActivitiesPre-Festival Activities

2023 Camp Habitat2023 Camp Habitat
Camp Habitat has officially closed out 

the 2023 season! 263 youth explored and 
experienced the wonder of the natural world 

at Creamer’s Field this summer.  
 

A big thank you goes to our camp staff 
(pictured left), sponsors, and partners.

Other Happenings in FairbanksOther Happenings in Fairbanks

Field Trip: Wickersham Dome Birding & BlueberriesField Trip: Wickersham Dome Birding & Blueberries
Saturday, August 12 | 8:00 AM - 5:00 PMSaturday, August 12 | 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Arctic AudubonArctic Audubon
Meet at Creamer’s Field farmhouse. We will leave promptly at 8 am to look for 

migrating Northern Wheatears and other higher-elevation birds, and maybe some 
good blueberry patches. This trip will include moderate hiking with elevation gain, 
possibly 5-6 miles. Jerry Lipka and Frank Keim will lead the trip. Contact Jerry at 

907-687-2173 if you have questions. 
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