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Friends of Creamer’s Field is a community-based 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization (Tax ID# 92-0137107) founded in 1991 to provide educational 
opportunities and family programs at Creamer’s Field Migratory Waterfowl 
Refuge.  The refuge stretches across 2,500 acres of fields, woods, and wetlands 
in the Fairbanks North Star Borough. The original Creamer family farmhouse 
(circa 1908) sits on the property and serves as our headquarters and features 
interpretive exhibits on migratory birds and on the historic dairy complex.  

Working collaboratively with Alaska Department of Fish & Game (ADF&G) 
and other community partners, Friends of Creamer’s Field aims to “inspire 
environmental stewardship and lifelong learning through experience, 
awareness, appreciation, and conservation of the natural and historic 
resources of Creamer’s Field Migratory Waterfowl Refuge.”  Without the 
dedication and commitment of  our 100+ active volunteers, we could not 
begin to accomplish this mission.  Volunteers assist with programs & events, 
are trained to lead guided nature walks on the Refuge, and work as Hosts in 
the Farmhouse Visitor Center.   

OUR COLLABORATORS

Mark Ross, Refuge Educator

Nate LaShomb, Refuge Technician

Clint Cooper, Refuge Manager

Jason Caikoski, Regional Management 
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Lincoln Parrett, Regional Supervisor

Kerry Savereide,  Administrative Lead
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Dear Friends, 
				  
In 2023, the Creamer’s Field Migratory Waterfowl Refuge welcomed nearly 
18,000 visitors from around the world. These visitors came from all 50 states,
3 U.S. territories, and 25 other countries. 

Despite some harsh weather conditions, our programs and events hosted over 
4,000 visitors. During the Tanana Valley Sandhill Crane Festival, visitors braved the 
blustery winds and rain to bid the cranes farewell, while during the Luminary Trail, they 
had to endure temperatures as low as -30°F. 

Additionally, Camp Habitat reached full capacity in 2023, with 275 youths from Fairbanks exploring and 
experiencing the natural world at Creamer’s Field Migratory Waterfowl Refuge. Throughout the camp, 
attendees went on hikes, played games, and learned about the ecology of Interior Alaska. 

In December, we welcomed Clint Cooper as the new Refuge Manager to the Creamer’s Field team. Clint has 
worked with Alaska Department of Fish & Game for six years and previously managed the Delta Bison Range. 
He brings a wealth of experience and knowledge to his new role.

We have exciting plans for 2024! In addition to our regular programs, we will install interpretive displays 
around the historic barns, refurbish facilities, and add even more programs to our year-round schedule. We 
cannot wait to share more with you!

We want to express our heartfelt thanks to all of our volunteers, 
donors, sponsors, partners, and supporters. You are the 
reason we can continue “inspiring environmental 
stewardship and lifelong learning through experience, 
awareness, appreciation, and conservation of the 
natural and historic resources of Creamer’s Field 
Migratory Waterfowl Refuge”. THANK YOU!

	 See you on the Refuge,

		  Grace Nelson
		  Executive Director
		  Friends of Creamer’s Field

MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR

A MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR
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Alaska Range Dairy’s cow.

Overview of 2023 Programs & Events
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Attendees measure their wingspan.

THANK YOU to ADF&G, USFWS, NPS, UAF, Duck’s 
Unlimited, Fairbanks Garden Club, Alaska Songbird 
Institute, Northern Center, Fairbanks SWCD, 
Arctic Audubon, Alaska Falconer Association, and 
Backcountry Hunters & Anglers for making the 
event such a success!
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Local falconer Randall Compton.

Mark Ross leads the annual parade of 
swallows.

Design Alaska Wild Arts WalkDesign Alaska Wild Arts Walk

2023 Mug with a Chickadee Design by 
Tehya McLeod.

Young attendees watch Rian Mortensen 
race against the clock during the 2023 
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Teresa Knezek shows off her QuickArt 
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Alden Hill at the 2023 Wild Arts Walk.

Thank you!

CREAMER’S DAIRY DAYCREAMER’S DAIRY DAY

Special Thank you to

Mark Ross oversees the tire flip portion of 
the Farm games.

Three tractors that have been used on 
the Refuge over the last century.
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SPRING MIGRATION
CELEBRATION
SPRING MIGRATION
CELEBRATION

Welcome Table



Overview of 2023 Programs & Events
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Speakers Sergei &
 Elena Smirenski address audience

. Thank you to our event cooperators:

Volunteers talk to attendees 
about duck banding on the 
Refuge.

Attendees build a nest box.

Attendees view wildlife in the front field.

Big thanks to our 
festival speakers Sergei 
& Elena Smirenski and 

festival artist Erica 
Mathews.

Creepy CrittersCreepy CrittersCreepy CrittersCreepy Critters

Particpants create bird feeders.

Participant show
s off garland masterpiece. 

A family of “mosquitos” 

Thanksgiving Thanksgiving 
for the Birds!for the Birds!

Participants cover pine cones in bird seed

Atte
ndees show off their beautiful ornaments.Luminary Trail & 

Ornament Making 

Lu
mina

ry 
Trail over Jussila Creek

Attendees create holiday garland.

Luminary Trail & 
Ornament Making 

TANANA VALLEY
SANDHILL CRANE
F E S T I V A L

TANANA VALLEY

Festival Art by Erica Mathews of 
LolaBug Creations.

Attendee shares tips to avoid mosquitos.



CAMP HABITAT

CAMP HABITATCAMP HABITAT
Camp Habitat is a unique nature education and ecology camp designed 
for youth. It was established in 1992 by Susan Grace Stoltz, a local 
environmental educator. For the past 31 years Camp Habitat has taught 
over 5,000 Alaskans about the natural world and thier place in it. 

In 2023, a total of 275 campers aged between four and eleven years old 
participated in the program. The camp consisted of four sessions: two half-
day camps in June for 4-5 year-olds and three full-day camps in June and 
July for campers aged 6-11. 

During the camp, the children enjoyed singing camp songs, playing 
nature games, and exploring different habitats found in the refuge, such as 
meadows, wetlands, ponds, and boreal forests. They learned about various 
aspects of the environment and how they 
all interact with each other, as well as 
understanding their place in it. 

Camp Habitat will continue to grow in 
2024, as we are adding an extra week of full-day camps to accommodate more 
campers. 

We are incredibly grateful to our Camp Habitat partners, the Alaska 
Department of Fish & Game and the Northern Alaska Environmental Center, for their support in putting on 
a successful program. Additionally, Camp Habitat receives generous donations from local businesses and 
individuals.

C ampers and staff walk out to closing circle with their animal ma s k s

Campers circle up for activity.

2023 Camp Staff

Staff have a garden cart race in preparation for camp.
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As our programs and events continue to grow, the generosity of our supporters and sponsors has also 
increased. In 2023, we experienced a 10% rise in income from the previous year, which enabled us to add 
three more programs to our annual schedule. Thanks to this incredible support, we ended 2023 financially 
stable. As we head into 2024, we are devising a fundraising strategy that will provide Friends of Creamer’s 
Field with the sustainability it needs to continue offering valuable services to Interior Alaska for many 
years to come.
	 - Grace Nelson, Executive Director

FINANCIAL POSITION
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Fundraising
11%

Camp Habitat
36%
27% Camp Tuition
6% Corporate Donations
2% Grants
1% Individual Donations

Charitable Gaming
16%

Grants
8%

Corporate Donations
6%

Individual Donations
23%

2023 Income
$230,093.85

RESTRICTED
1%

2024 Camp Habitat

Education
64%

30% Education
34% Camp Habitat

Refuge Improvement
2%

2023 Expense
$230,093.85

Fundraising
4%

RESTRICTED
2%

Administration
27%

2024 Education

FINANCIAL POSITION



SUPPORTERS

Addylyn Gore-Hall
Don & Marcia Ives
Carol Johnson
Steve & Aileen Munk
Phyllis Pendergrast DMD & 
     Hannah Summerfelt DMD
Anne Ruggles
Frances Schulz
Betsy Sturm
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Patricia Fox
     In Memory of Moira Nutter
Terry Glendinning
Jerry Gottbe
Daniel Hancock
Lyndsi Harris
Leone Hatch
Aislinn Hebrink
Nancy S. Herning
Eva Hewitt
Tammy Holland
Barbara Hompesch
Nancy Hausle Johnson
Janet & Dan Johnson
Jerome Johnson
Frances & Mark Jurek
Lawrence Kaplan & Janice Dawe 
April Knox
Kim Krinke
Kroger-Fred Meyer Community 
Rewards Program
Thomas and Lisette Lane
Carol Larson
Don & Carol Lokken
Mary MacFarlane
Thomas Marsh
Janet Matheson
Peter Mayo
Michael McCann
Molly McGrath
Ruth McHenry & Cliff Eames
Tehya McLeod
Marlene Merdes

Sandhill Crane ($1,000 or more)
Margaret & Larry Bennett
Susan Campbell
Sonia Mazurek & John Hagey
Marvin & Becky Hassebroek
Jamie & Bud Marschner
Gail Mayo
Michael Salzman
Jack & Carol Wilbur

Peregrine Falcon ($250-$499)
Kelly Barsdate
Marilyn Biagi
Karen & Achim Brauser
Charles & Geraldine Collins
Randall Compton
Sandra Dauenhauer
Lori Davis

Swan ($500-$999)
F. Stuart & Melissa Chapin
Jeffrey Creamer
Melody Feniks
The McCaleb Kids
Anne & Owen Hanley
Sarah & Cary Keller
Elmer J. Leistikow
Margo & George Novak
Jerry Lipka & Janet Schichnes
Richard & Patricia Seifert
Mark Smiley
Ron & Mary Teel
Anne & David Vick
Ellen Weiser & David Weissman
Ken Whitten & Mary Zalar

Wigeon ($100-$249)
Sherry Abrahams
Jay Allyn
James & Cassie Atwell
Maria Bahr
Michelle Bartlett & Bill Holman
Carl & Ruth Benson
Maria Berger
Betchart Expeditions, Inc.
Charlotte Bird
Richard & Mary Bishop
Jennifer Bump
Kari Burrell
Betty Carlson
Arva Chiu
Elizabeth Cook
Karen Cook 
Corn Diggity Dogs
Anthea Mary Craven
Ann Cunningham
Vernice Doble & Jackie Stormer
Sheree Dohner
Nicole Eiseman
Fairbanks Watercolor Society

Mike & Joan McGlinchy
Michelle Miller
Jan Morrow
Jessica Morse
Eric Muehling
Francis Nelson
Ellis, Dorothea, Isadora, & Rhys Ott
Millie Peek
Scott Peterson & Barbara Fairhurst
Kathy & Roger Price
Ron & Dorothy Rasmussen
Marilyn Richardson
E. Thomas & Raye Anne Robinson
Bill & June Rogers
Ronnie Rosenberg
Mark Simon
Howard Smith
Ronald Smith & Marsha Knobel
Stephen and Elena Sparrow
Joyce Tapper
Susan Taulbee
Jacque Virgin
June Weinstock
Frank & Judy Williams
Lauren Winterton
AnnMarie Young

Canada Goose ($50-$99)
Jeff Adams
Ken Alt
Anne Armstrong
Sarita Arya
Back to Glass
Pauline Bennett-Gannon

Marion G. Weeks
Foundation

Feniks & Company, LLC



SUPPORTERS

Creamer’s Field Refuge Hosts
Greg & Ruth Ann Walker

Kenneth Hooker & Mary Perkins

Thank you Volunteers & Community Partners!
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Nature Walk Leaders
Jeff Adams

Charlie Collins
Jim Hunter
Frank Keim
Nate Kibbey
Ron Koczaja
Jerry  Lipka

Bud  Marschner
Ryan Marsh

Gail Mayo
Kim Middelstadt
Marilyn Mount
Janet  Schichnes

Betsy Sturm
Tumi  Traustason

Marci Ward
Rhiannon Wiegand

Farmhouse Visitor Center
Susanne Billings
Susie Crevensten

Mary Fenno
Ken Hooker
Gail Mayo

Sheila McCleary
Millie Peak

Mary Perkins
Brenda Sadler
Betsy Sturm
Janet Taylor

Ruth Ann Walker
Greg Walker

Caroline Wolf

* Thank you to all of the donors 
we may have missed!*

Maggie Billington
James Brader
Tianna Christopher
Edmund Clausen
    In Memory of Raymond Hadley
Mark Hodge & Anne Demuth
Laurel Devaney & Ken Russell
Nancy & Jim Dewitt
Mary Fenno
Julie Ginder
Bill & Gayle Gregory
J. Scott Grundy
Patricia Harris
Anita Hartmann
Lois Heine
Traci Hill
Phillip Hokenson
Grier Hopkins
Deborah Horner
Rachel Lavin Johnson
Katie Kennedy
Susheila Khera
Teresa Knezek
Marcella Knowlton
Mia Kohloff-Reynolds
Sandy Vincent & Tiff Lachman
Barbara Logan
Erica Mathews
Mary Matthews
Virginia McDowell
Brenda Mcfarlane
Lisa McLellan
Rian Mortensen
Joyce Outten
Gayle Murray Hazen
Elizabeth Parr 
Brian Rogers & Sherry Modrow

Swallow ($35-$49)
Greg Bringhurst
Susan Dougherty
Jenny Duncan
Bernie Hoffman
Helen Howard
Amelia Jansen
Brian & Marilyn Marsh 
Mary Ann Nickles
Carol Nielsen
Northern Whimsy LLC
John Rose & Carol Linkswiler
Anna Sattler
Marcia Trainor

Canada Goose (cont.) Cheyanna Swisher
Kaarin Tack
Richard Tarkiainen
Stewart Tucker
Helen Weston
Nancy Winford
Erika Wolter

Melinda Evans
Alison Foley
Rhonda Gilbertson
Anne Hauer
Michael Hostina
Jeremy Jex
Scott Justesen
Brian Kassof
David & Dawn Kersula
Anne Kettle
Virginia Kinne
Deborah Koons & Clint Meyer
Amy Macpherson
Kendall Martinez
Vince & Laurie Mauro
Lisa Meyers
Kaarin Mullowney
Aaron Partnow
Patricia Peirsol
Betty Pixley
Elaine Ponchione
Mary Powers
     In honor of Teri Spires
Terry Roberts
Hugh Rose
Don Ross
Phil & Katie Sanders
John Sargent
Jeremia Schrock
Lisa Sinnott
Betsy Smith
Michael Smith
Katherine Smith
Simon Smith
Nancy Smoyer
Mark Smurda
Rosalie Stockwell
Sarah Sullivan

Kathy Ross
Larry Smith 
Sally Smith
Diana Solie
Elizabeth Stolpe 
     In Memory of Gerad Smith
Jim & Chris Villano
Jeffery Walters
Michael Wenstrup
Ann Wood O’Brien
Kara Yancey
Chad B. Young

Chickadee ($5-$34)
Jacob Ahmaogak
Dudley Babb
Kristian Beckner
Catherine Bennett
Scotty Berg
Mary Bunch
Jeanne Creamer-Dalton
Julian Dahl
AJ Duncan
Betty Dupee
Aprillynn Encabo



WILDLIFE SPOTLIGHT
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Creamer’s Field Migratory Waterfowl Refuge was home to a nesting pair of Northern Hawk Owls for 
almost a year. Although these birds of prey are usually solitary and mysterious, this pair’s visible hunting 
and nesting activities created an accessible spectacle for humans and wildlife on the Refuge. Many 
dedicated birders and Refuge staff were able to document their lives, from witnessing daily hunting 
during late fall and winter, mating, establishing a nesting site, successfully raising young, and battling 
other local predators for territory throughout their stay.

One Northern Hawk Owl was spotted several times on Creamer’s Field throughout the winter of 
2022/2023. Towards the end of March, a second owl was spotted. 
While sex could not be determined with confidence, many observers 
thought that it was a male and female pair due to the size difference 
observed. Most female Hawk Owls are larger than males. 

The first nesting site was found in early April in the middle of the wetland by the Boreal Forest 
Trail. The pair preferred open decayed hollows where the treetops had broken off. During this time 
the female began sitting on the nest while the male would bring her food. 

Unfortunately, this first nesting attempt was riddled with 
threats from Common Ravens. Observers heard loud warning calls and hissing, saw patches of 
missing feathers on the owls, bark torn from the top of the nesting site, and witnessed spectacular 
aerial battles between the male Northern Hawk Owl and the ravens. Finally, on April 25, both adult 
Northern Hawk Owls were observed perched on snags in the wetland away from their nest.

The Refuge staff and local birders were worried that the owls would 
be driven from the refuge entirely due to the constant harassment by 
ravens. Thankfully, a few days after being pushed out of their first nest 
site, the female owl was spotted sitting in a new tree cavity closer to the 

southern edge of the Boreal Forest Trail. Throughout May, the ravens stayed away. 

In May, as the female incubated the eggs, the male brought her voles and other small mammals. By mid-
May, the female Hawk Owl was observed sitting higher up in her nest, so onlookers were anticipating a 

large brood of nestlings soon. Throughout the first week of June, the 
female owl draped her wings over the cavity to shield the eggs or owlets 
from the sun. Finally, on June 12, the first two owlets were observed. The 
female stayed with the brood for the first 10-13 days. As the chicks grew 
bigger, the male and female took turns sitting on the nest and hunting.

After 3-5 weeks the chicks started to leave. Of the original 6 nestlings, 4 were seen fledged and 
hanging around the wetland in the first week of July. By the middle of the summer all of the Hawk 
Owls departed from the Refuge. 

We had a hoot of a time!
This nesting pair of Northern Hawk Owls and their young brought much excitement and awe to Creamer’s Field. The special spectacle 
brought many birders and visitors from all over to come and view this rare Northern Owl pair and their nesting activities. We will 
keep a watchful eye on the treetops this year hoping for the return of these unique northern raptors once again.

Wildlife Spotlight: Northern Hawk Owl Pair

Photo by Bud Marschner

Photo by Bud Marschner

Photo by Bud Marschner

Photo by Melanie Graeff

Photo by Bud Marschner

Melanie Graeff, Program & Event Coordinator






