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“Inspiring environmental stewardship and lifelong 
learning through experience, awareness, appreciation 

and conservation of the natural and historic resources of 
Creamer’s Field Migratory Waterfowl Refuge.”

Mission Statement

Thank you for being a Friend!Thank you for being a Friend!
As a 100% community funded organization, your support allows us to offer free 

educational programs to the Fairbanks community and its visitors. This year we intend to 
expand our educational outreach, resurface the parking lot closest to the barns, improve 

trail accessibility, and update our interpretive signage throughout the Refuge.

Greetings Friends! 

We’ve had a fantastic summer at the Refuge so far. Camp Habitat is 
currently in its fourth week, guiding young people in explorations and 
discoveries all around the Refuge.

Creamer’s Dairy Day is coming up this Sunday, July 21st from 12:00 PM 
to 4:00 PM. We’re thrilled to host Alaska Range Dairy again this year. 
And we’re excited to announce the Fairbanks Vintage Power Club will be 
joining us, bringing out several tractors and sharing more information on 
the machines that would have been used on the dairy. Historical tours will 
start at 12:30 PM and 2:30 PM, taking visitors around the outside of the 
Barn Complex and sharing the history of the dairy and its structures. And of 
course, we’ll have yard games, crafts, and ICE CREAM! 

See you at the Refuge!

Grace & Melanie
Friends of Creamer’s Field Staff

Photo: Cows grazing at Murray Meadows in the early 1900s.

Field SketchField Sketch
Presented by ADFG Biologist, Mark D. RossPresented by ADFG Biologist, Mark D. Ross

July 2024

UPCOMING EVENTS & PROGRAMSUPCOMING EVENTS & PROGRAMS

Boreal Buzz: Migration CultivationBoreal Buzz: Migration Cultivation

Join the Friends of Creamer’s Field for Creamer’s Dairy Day on July 
21 from 12:00 – 4:00 pm at Creamer’s Field!

Families and visitors can experience the history of the former dairy 
while playing fun games and activities, enjoy ice cream, learn all 
about agriculture and gardening in Alaska from local organizations, 
and join in on history tours!

For more information, please contact the Friends of Creamer’s Field 
at (907) 978-8457 or visit our website

The coming of spring brings many changes to Interior Alaska. Here at 
Creamer’s Field Migratory Waterfowl Refuge in Fairbanks, the skiers and 
dog mushers put away their skis and puffy coats to wait patiently for 
the next winter season. As the temperatures warm, the snow dissolves 
forming vast lakes in the sprawling fields, creating an ideal respite 
for thousands of birds from their grueling migration journeys as they 
venture towards their northern breeding grounds. The large spectacle 
of bird’s usher in many travelers from all over the world who are eager 
to experience the splendor of the Refuge. As the masses feed on the 
leftover grain in the fields, Refuge management heeds the incoming 
warmer months and prepares their cultivation for migration.

Read more about what goes into preparing the Refuge for our feathered 
visitors here:

Creamer’s History FeatureCreamer’s History Feature
The Farmhouse inThe Farmhouse in

1940 vs. Present Day1940 vs. Present Day
The house is the former residence 
of Charlie and Anna Creamer. After 
the purchase of the dairy farm from 
the Hinckley family, the log cabin on 
site was moved to its current location 
in 1936. The Creamer’s added a 
basement, kitchen, office, bathroom, 
covered all the wood siding and 
painted it in the distinctive white and 
black exterior. Now that farmhouse 
is the busy hub of Creamer’s Field 
Migratory Waterfowl Refuge! Look at 
how tall the trees have grown since the 
dairy days!
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