X M X

w>Fell Notes

August 2025

Dear Friends,

What an exciting time of year at the Refuge! Migratory birds are returning in full
force—cranes are dancing across the fields, ducks are gliding through the seasonal
wetlands, and songbirds are flitting between the trees of the boreal forest.

We’re also just days away from the 28th Annual Tanana Valley Sandhill Crane
Festival! This year’s celebration kicks off with a Family Movie Night at the
Broadside Theater this Friday and continues with a full week of events. Be sure to
check out the rest of the newsletter for all the details on activities you won’t want to
miss!

See you on the Refuge,

aACe

Executive Director

Tarcarea Valle ey

SANDHILL CRANE FESTIVAL

AUGUST 18-24, 2025

Creamer s Field ﬁTrFfﬁfﬁrﬁ; [rl.l'lﬂffﬂ"‘rﬂf_,'llf E.ffﬂff
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The 2025 Tanana Valley Sandhill Crane Festival will be taking place August 18-24, with events happening
throughout the week leading up to the festival weekend on August 23-24! Celebrate fall migration with thousands
of Sandhill Cranes and waterfowl gathering at Creamer’s Field Migratory Waterfowl Refuge.

Enjoy nature walks, bird and wildlife viewing, photography, workshops, kid's activities, silent auction, food, a
chance to win Alaska Airlines Tickets, and more!

All events are FREE to the public and will be at Creamer’s Field unless otherwise stated. Donations are
appreciated.
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our Fall Migration Raffle!
FLY SOUTH WITH THE BIRDS

All proceeds support the FREE community
programs and events at Creamer’s Field.

The drawing will take place on September
5 at 5:00 PM. Need not be present to win.

Alaska Gaming permit #1894. 1,000
TICKETS AVAILABLE.

Alaska Gaming Mermit #1804 100 Tickets Availoble

Silent Auction: Accepting Donations until August 20"

We are currently seeking donations for the 2025 Tanana Valley Sandhill Crane Festival Silent Auction. Donations
can be brought to the Farmhouse Visitor Center, which is open daily from 9:30AM to 4:30PM. If you have any
questions or would like to arrange for another drop-off time, please call (907) 978-8457 or email director@
friendsofcreamersfield.org. All donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by federal and state tax laws.

Please note that Friends of Creamer’s Field will decide which items will be included in the silent auction.

CALL FOR

Poetry Walk Tanana Valley

Have your nature poetry featured along the refuge trails at the SANBHILL CRUNE FESTIVAL

upcoming 2025 Tanana Valley Sandhill Crane Festival! Submit

your work by August 15th! Please print your work on an 8.5x11

page and drop it off at the Farmhouse Visitor Center or email it
to programs@friendsofcreamersfield.org!

HIBSIT MATURE PCRETHY 1D

Pre-Festival Events
Festival Feature at the Broadside Threater

Family Movie Night at the

Broadside Theater
Friday, August 15| 9:30PM

Join us for a FREE screening of the 82-minute film
“Migration” on the side of the historic barn in preparation
for the Tanana Valley Sandhill Crane Festival! Chairs will be
provided or bring your own. Snacks provided!

Migration follows a Mallard family content with their quiet
life in a northern pond. Their opportunity to explore the wider
world arises when a flock of migrating birds arrives at their
pond with thrilling tales of exotic lands. Along their way
south, the Mallards expand their horizons, make new friends,
and learn more about themselves and each other!
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America’s Arctic at the —
Broadside Theater S

Saturday, August 16 | 10:00PM ﬁﬁmmﬁﬁﬂmﬁs

Join us for a free screening of the 48-minute series 1 ERES Sk ol T g .'-_J e
on America's Arctic featuring the Teshekpuk il "'ir*'-"’ii’«‘*'P S A 4 T
Wetlands and Colville River Raptors by the Cornell ) Al '_
Lab of Ornithology. Chairs will be provided or bring iy A A ’
your own. i VT L Rer T ] R

The Teshekpuk Wetlands and Colville River Special
Area are within the National Petroleum Reserve
(NPR-A) in Alaska’s North Slope. The abundant
wetland areas and undisturbed landscapes are

among the most extensive and productive expanses

for birdlife in the entire Arctic. The series captures
their journey — revealing the wild beauty, ecological
importance, and fragile splendor of one of Alaska's
most critical natural habitats.

Wednesday, August 20t
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Friends of Creamer’s . = . . . " =
Field Annual Meeting Volunteer Orientation

Learn what Friends of Creamer’s Field has Brush up on the basics of Sandhill Crane ecology over
accomplished this year and what is planned for 2026! pizza and sign up for festival volunteer shifts.

Thursday, August 21
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Black Sprace Brewing Company
3290 FPeger Road, Fairbanks AK

Join the Friends of Creamer’s Field on August 21 from 4-7 pm at Black Spruce Brewing Company to kick off
the 2025 Tanana Valley Sandhill Crane Festival! Hang out at the brewery while enjoying their Sandhill Crane
seasonal brew, crane-themed activities, find out important festival information, and purchase raffle tickets for a
chance to win two Alaska Airlines tickets!

Meet the 2025 Featured Speaker & Artist

Denny Olson Mark D. Ross
Featured Speaker Featured Artist
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Denny Olson’s formal training as an ornithologist and Mark D. Ross, a life-long artist/naturalist residing
geologist, as well as teaching nature for over 50 years in Alaska's interior for more than four decades.
in the north woods and mountain west, has given him Mark shares the ecology of this wildlife refuge and
expertise in many disciplines. He has done research the history of its land. He shares his artwork and
on beavers, hares and loons, and received an M.S. discoveries across mediums: in person, print and radio.
Degree, (magna cum laude) from the University of His journey has taken him across Alaska and beyond,
Minnesota. From those scientific beginnings he forged each step driven by a curiosity for the creatures that
an unlikely union between science, humor, and drama, inhabit these diverse ecosystems. With a passion
and established a national reputation as an innovative for showcasing the wonders of wild places, Mark
storytelling performer and educator. builds a legacy that ensures the land and wildlife are
Denny has trained thousands of naturalists, teachers appreciated and celebrated for generations to come.

and students in acting techniques, designed practical
instructional evaluations, lectured on Native American
storytelling as a teaching tool, and conducted
storytelling workshops nationwide. He has performed
his humorous alter-egos (Critterman, Wolfman, The
Grizz, Dr. Death, Prof. Avian Guano, Dr. Loonacy, The
Lost Voyageur, The Mad Herbalist) over 3000 times, in
49 states, for over 2 million people. Included in these
totals are 80+ conference keynotes, 45 national park
presentations, and 26 university performances. He did
a 5-year run of a weekly “Critterman’s News from the
Woods" program on Montana's NBC stations.
His books, Way of the Whitetail, Shared Spirits: Native
Americans and Wildlife, and Cougars -- Solitary Spirits
have been critically acclaimed. Wisdom Warrior and a
children's book, Special Gifts, were released in 1999.
His current major book project, Where We All Belong
is in publication and may offer a blueprint for a healthy
reimagining of public education in America.

Boreal Buzz

Tracking the Northern Travelers:
The Legacy of the Sandhlll Crane Banding Project

1 Learn more about crane-zy history of the Crane Banding
Projects at Creamer's Field! The banding projects
spanned many years with the combined efforts of multiple
regional agencies. These efforts deepened scientific
and community connections to the cranes, whose
long lifespans and epic journeys continue to inspire
conservation in the region.

Read the new blog article here:

Full Article

Photo by Ken Whitten

BACK IN STOCK' Creamer’s Ice Cream Tee
Throw on a scoop of history! - ——=— ——=—====

Stop by Creamer’s Field on July 20 for Creamer’s Dairy Day and
snag your very own Creamer’s Dairy Ice Cream t-shirt.

Inspired by the original ice cream cartons, printed on a 100%
cotton, comfort colors t-shirt,

Creamer’s Field Online Store

Support our mission with a purchase from our online store! Explore a collection of gifts, books, apparel, and souvenirs, perfect
for every Creamer’s Field enthusiast. Every purchase supports our mission and allows us to continue providing free community
programs!

Visit online store here:

Online Store

Thank you for being a Friend!

As a 100% community funded organization, your support allows us to offer free
educational programs to the Fairbanks community and its visitors. This year we intend to
expand our educational outreach, resurface the parking lot closest to the barns, improve

trail accessibility, and update our interpretive signage throughout the Refuge.

DONATE HERE

Our Contact Information

Friends of Creamer’s Field

P.O. Box 81065

Fairbanks, AK 99708

(907) 978-8457
director@friendsofcreamersfield.org
www.friendsofcreamersfield.org

Mission Statement
“Inspiring environmental stewardship and lifelong

learning through experience, awareness, appreciation
and conservation of the natural and historic resources of
Creamer’s Field Migratory Waterfow! Refuge.” f
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https://friendsofcreamersfield.org/tracking-the-northern-travelers-the-legacy-of-the-sandhill-crane-banding-project/
https://friendsofcreamersfield.org/tanana-valley-sandhill-crane-festival/
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